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CONTEMPOEAEY ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE OF 
GEEMANTOWK 

CONTRIBUTED BY HAMILTON B. TOMPKINS, ESQ., NEW YORK. 

The Newport Gazette of Thursday, November 6, 1777, 
contains the following : 

" Extract of a letter from an officer in General "Washing- 
ton's Army, dated Camp Near, Skippack, October 6, 1777. 

" ' I steal amidst the bustle of war, a minute as a moments 
warning to relate to you and other friends a late manuevre, 
in short to prevent your being perplexed with exaggerated 
accounts painted in false colors. 

" ' On the 3d. instant about 8 o'clock p.m. a large detach- 
ment from the enemy received orders to march with a num- 
ber of field pieces from the park of artillery, exclusive of the 
train belonging to each brigade. After marching the whole 
night, at the day dawn we arrived at Germantown, about 8 
miles from Philadelphia where the main body of the British 
army lay; the disposition of our troops was immediately 
made, the attack begun rather before the sun rose, from all 
quarters an incessent fire continued for five hours and ten 
minutes. The crackling of thorns under a pot, and inces- 
sent peals of thunder only can convey the idea of their 
cannon and musketry. The enemy, who were encamped on 
each side of the town, about a mile in length, with the in- 
fantry, picket guard, horse &c, soon gave us the ground 
from all parts ; repeated huzzas were heard from our people 
who took possessions of their encampments, tents &c, "We 
thought the day our own but every house in the town soon 
became a garrison for British troops, who put their high 
field pieces into the chambers ; (the houses built with stone 
were proof against small arms), the town lying low, it 
being a foggy morning, the smoke of the fire of cannon and 
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musketry, the smoke of several fields of stubble, bay and 
otber combustibles, which the enemy fired combined, made 
such a midnight darkness that great part of the time there 
was no discovering friend from foe but by the direction of 
the shot, and no other object but the flash of the gun, this 
Situation to the enemy's advantage, who knew perfectly 
well the ground, to which our general and troops were total 
strangers with other misfortunes, finally broke, repeatedly 
broke our troops, the event of which was a retreat, which 
word I hope God Almighty will soon enable us to exchange 
for that of victory ; but I fear the chastisement is not yet 
sufficient to answer the great design of heaven ; but I firmly 
believe our cause is just and will finally prevail. The retreat 
in general was safe and good, though attended with some 
confusion, as you may judge from the situation. The army 
is now returned to the old encampment, our brigade being 
on one of the flanks ; the road being intercepted we came 
off within about six miles from Philadelphia on which tour 
we guarded 283 fine fat cattle brought from and near the 
enemy's lines arrived last evening much fatigued but have 
some good beef to recruit on. 

"'As the killed and wounded returns are now making 
up ; I will not venture to say in the whole, but by the best 
accounts through the camp in way of conversation with gen- 
tlemen, I calmly think it will not .exceed 500, and it is the 
judgment of many it will fall much short ; truth will soon 
be known ; from my Regiment my return this minute made, 
is 22 Killed, Wounded and Missing. D Key's and Swift's 
are much short of this, Bradley's something more — but men 
are coming in who faned (probably fainted) through fatigue, 
— hope many missing will return. Our people brought in a 
few prisoners and some baggage. How many and how much 
I can't rightly say. Between 3 and 4000 men are hourly ex- 
pected from Virginia and 1100 from Peck's Kill. Our men 
are not dejected nor disheartened, vengeance burns in every 
breast, and we shall undoubtedly very soon be at them again. 
I can't but sincerely wish the country would lay aside, for 
a while extortion and lying, and put in practice in the field 
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what they do by the fireside, getting victories, and raising 
armies, and putting an end to that which by delay, deceit 
&c, &c. is wasting the country and wetting the field with 
human blood. As to other matters I have not time to write, 
the post now waiting. Our people keep the forts and chiveaux 
de frize in the river, so that the shipping hath not yet got 
up to Philadelphia. 

" ' Thee and Thou in Philadelphia, now find a religion 
will not serve, that doth not turn weathercock like ; they 
begin to say to each other, Will Thee take a gun ? — hope 
Thee will appear in the field.' " 



